
	  
	  
	  

 

 
Call For Proposals  

Deadline April 1, 2013 
     
Critical Animals is a Creative Research Symposium held annually as part of This 
is Not Art (TiNA). We are now calling for proposals from individuals and 
collaborators to participate in Critical Animals 2013. 
 
This is Not Art and Critical Animals will take place in Newcastle, NSW from 

3-6th October, 2013. 
 
Papers, Panels, Presentations and Projects  
2013 marks the 10th presentation of Critical Animals, and as with all birthdays, 
we're feeling a little older and a little wiser. We plan to mark this significant 
milestone by producing an ambitious series of events that celebrate the festival’s 
lineage. This year we are seeking submissions that reflect the past ten years of 
critical thought – what we have all seen, heard, learnt and forgot – as well as 
forecast the possible futures of critical practice.  
 
We encourage participants to consider how their research and practice has 
developed with the passing of time, and particularly how the time we live in, 
2013, affects our lives, thoughts and pursuits. With your help, we’d like to take 
measure of the contemporary critical climate: its accents, nuances, and esoteric 
undercurrents, and delineate where we fit between 2003 and 2023.  
  
As always, our applications are open to anyone whose work experiments with the 
experience and interpretation of critical research. We aim to present an 
intellectually robust yet accessible program of audience-focused events. Critical 
Animals in particular endeavors to catalyse, strengthen and explore the links 
between artistic practice and theory. We have a flexible definition of research that 
encompasses creative, experimental, interrogative, discursive and practice-lead 
approaches. 
 

 



Focus 
Critical Animals welcomes research material and reflections on poetics, politics, 
philosophy, aesthetics, practice-lead research, ecological art and ecopoetics, 
architecture, design, museology, critical theory, sound art, social history, hybrid 
and multi-arts practices and the intersection of art with other disciplines or the 
everyday. That said, Critical Animals is about exploring curious niches and we 
are open to all avenues not explicitly mentioned. Go on, surprise us (if you can!). 
We dare you. 
  
As an objective, Critical Animals is particularly interested in facilitating 
connections across disciplines and encourages collaborative approaches. In 
assessing your proposal we will consider how your work may form interesting 
connections with other applicants, artists and thinkers or even take on new 
forms.  

Format 
Experimental and non-traditional presentations are encouraged. We have 
previously held panel discussions, poetry readings, film screenings, dance jams, 
workshops of all creative persuasions, exhibitions, installations and music 
events.  
 
Traditionally, papers and presentations generally allow for 20 minutes per artist, 
plus discussion. We will consider applications from all creative fields and are 
open to applications for full and/or curated events. Workshops and events tend to 
run between 1 and 3 hours. We are enthusiastic about potentially putting 
together another visual arts exhibition this year and encourage artists or curators 
to consider this possibility.  
 
Proposals  
In your proposal please outline your practice, your project (if applicable) and the 
way in which you’d like to present it. Please clearly indicate the format of your 
work and any technical requirements it may have (eg. Essential materials, 
equipment, display concerns etc.). Take up to 750 words. We’re also looking for 
artists who can be involved in cross-festival events and panels with artists from 
the other TiNA programs.  
 
1 - In your proposal please include: 
- Name  
- Phone Number  
- Email Address  
- Website (if applicable)  
- University or Affiliated Institution (if applicable)  
- CV 
- Short Bio (25 Words) – this will be published on our website 
- A bio picture for website and/or print publication (300dpi with credits where 
applicable) 
 
If you have any images of your work please feel free to add them as well. Please 
note that all images supplied may be used for both Critical Animals and TiNA 
publicity. 
 



2a - Have you applied to other This is Not Art Programs? If so, which?  
National Young Writers Festival  
Crack Theatre Festival  
Electrofringe 
TiNA 
 
2b - Are you involved in any events happening around TiNA? 
(eg. Sound Summit) 
 
What if I don’t want to present work? 
If you would like to be involved with Critical Animals but you do not have a 
proposal, contact us with details on your interests or areas of expertise and how 
we might use your skills in the festival. We are always looking for volunteers, 
installers, invigilators and tech gurus.  
 
Anniversary Project 
As a birthday present to you all, we will be producing a publication that 
celebrates critical practice and documents Critical Animals’ colourful history. We 
also plan to mark the occasion by hosting a specific forum that will allow 
everyone in attendance to openly reflect on where they fit within the Critical 
Animals project. We’d like to hear as many voices as possible - we’re sincere 
when we say your presence is our present.  
  
If you have any great photos, anecdotes or war stories from previous years we 
would love to receive them. More importantly, for the time being, please 
concentrate on submissions.  
 
 
Submit proposals, ideas and any questions to criticalanimals@gmail.com 
by April 1, 2013. 
 
Please feel free to circulate this call-out to your networks.  
 
 
We can’t wait, 
 
Tulleah, Sophie, Beau and Eleanor. 
 
Critical Animals 2013 
www.criticalanimals.org	  


